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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Amendment filed 16 June 2004, with respect 
to claims 1-13 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objections 
and rejections of claims 1-13 have been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: the closest prior art of record, US 5,503,261 to Schultz & US 
3,945,478 to Kellerman, fail to teach each and every limitation of the instant 
invention. Specifically, the prior art references fail to teach or suggest the 
claimed washing appliance clutch, as in independent claims 1 & 10, or the 
claimed method for rotating a washing basket, as in independent claim 1 1 , using 
a clutch with flexing portions further including a cam on the drive member and a 
cam follower surface on the intermediate plate for centrifugally operating the 
clutch, which is disclosed as an essential element of claimed invention, as 
described in independent claims 1, 10 & 11. 

3. For at least the foregoing reasons, claims 1 & 6-1 7 (renumbered as claims 
1-13) are believed to recite patentable subject matter. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph L. Perrin, Ph.D. whose telephone 
number is (571)272-1305. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00- 
4:30, except alternate Fridays. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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